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Abstract 
Many products out there are “great” for your clients, even “the best” for your clients. They are advertised as being 

cooler, lighter or faster. But as the stakeholders who prescribe, purchase, pay for, or use these products, we have 

a responsibility to ask manufacturers what they mean by cooler, lighter, faster, etc. We should feel comfortable 

asking manufacturers and their representatives how they know – what testing has been done to show their 

product is different. Furthermore, just because a difference can be measured, does the difference matter for your 

client? This workshop will present and discuss how clinical research is applied to product evaluation and how 

stakeholders can evaluate the research and, therefore, evaluate the claims. This workshop will use examples of 

product claims both from within and outside rehabilitation and help participants break down the claims and assess 

their value. We will discuss the pros and cons of both bench testing and human subject trials and how each can 

be useful in assessing performance. 


